
Mrs. Dailey’s Science:   Effects of the sun on the Earth’s 
surface 
Week 8 - 6/1 > 6/5/20 Online Lessons 
 

This week in science we are going to talk about the sun and what it does to the 
Earth’s surface.  Have you ever walked on blacktop barefoot in the summer?  Were 
you doing a little dance, like oh my goodness this blacktop is hot!!!  The blacktop is 
hot because of the nice summer sun.  Think about walking on that same blacktop on 
cloudy days.  Is it as hot as a sunny day?  
 

Lesson 1: It’s HOT, HOT, HOT! 
     You are going to do an experiment using the sun.  If it’s cloudy the day you read 
this, you can get your materials ready so when the sun does come out you are ready 
to start your experiment. 
 

Materials needed: 
● A shiny cookie sheet or shiny tray. 
● Different types of metal for example, kitchen thongs, a pair of scissors, a 

metal toy car, a stapler 
● The side of a dark colored car.  THIS CAN BE DONE ONLY WITH THE 

HELP OF AN ADULT - FOR SAFETY REASONS -  THE CAR CANNOT 
BE IN THE STREET 

 
Directions: (THIS MUST BE DONE ON A SUNNY DAY) 

● Place all metal things on your cookie sheet or tray.  Note how your items 
feel, are they hot to touch?  Do they feel warm? 

● Now the tray must be placed outside in full sun, no shade around.  You 
might need to place your tray in the middle of your yard or outside on 
your front porch.  Let it sit there for 30 minutes. After 30 minutes or more, 
go out (have an adult test first) and carefully touch your items that you 
placed on the cookie sheet or tray. Are the items warmer than when you 
had them inside your house? Are the items hotter? 

 
● You could also do this experiment using the side of a dark car or truck. 

The vehicle needs to be in the direct sun (no shade) for 30 minutes or 
more.  FOR SAFETY REASONS -  THE CAR CANNOT BE IN THE 



STREET.  With the help of an adult, carefully touch the side of the car 
that is in the sun.  Then go around to the other side of the car.  Now 
touch a part that is not in the sun or on the shady side of the car.  Does 
the shady side feel like the sunny side?  Do you think the temperature is 
different?  Why do you think that is? 

 
The sun gives the Earth light and heat, that is how we stay warm.  If you wear a light 
or white shirt outside on a sunny day, you wont get as hot as if you wore a black or 
dark colored shirt.  The sun bounces off of different things on Earth.  Some things 
hold the heat well, like shiny &/or dark colored things. While other things that are 
light colored do not hold the heat that well. 

 
  
Lesson 2: Is the pool water warm yet? 
 

How many of you go to the pool?  You might have a small pool at home that can be 
filled up with the cold hose water.  You may go to the city pool like at Nixon Park. 
Today's experiment is going to be about how water can be warm or cold, depending 
where it is. Whether  the pool is in the sun or in the shade. 
 
Materials needed: 

● 2 medium sized jars or drinking glasses 
● Water (room temperature would work best.) 
● A piece of dark paper or a dark piece of clothing 
● Tape or rubber band/hair tie 

 
Directions: 

● First you need to fill the jars/glasses with water.  (halfway or ¾  of the 
way) 

● Next put both hands carefully into the jars/glasses of water.  Does the 
water feel the same in both jars? 

● Now put one jar OUTSIDE in the sunshine with a dark piece of paper 
wrapped all around it.  You can secure the paper with tape or a rubber 
band/hair tie 



■ If you do not have a dark piece of paper, a dark colored tee shirt 
would work fine.  You will need to wrap the material around the jar 
and secure it with tape or a rubber band/hair tie. 

● Place the other jar inside your house away from any windows.  It would 
be best to place the jar/glass in a dark area. 

● After one hour or more of direct sun, bring the jar/glass inside.  Go and 
get the other jar/glass that you had in the dark area of your house. 

● You are going to put your hands in both jars at the same time.  Does the 
water feel different?  Which one is warmer? 

Now you can understand that when your pool at home is in the sun, it warms up 
faster than being in the shade.  That’s why Nixon pool may take several good hot 
days to warm up at the beginning of swimming season. It needs the sun to warm it 
up! 
 

😊 

 
This is officially the last packet you will receive from school.  The last day of the 

2019-2020 school year is Friday, June 5th! 
 

The kindergarten staff at Bennett Elementary wish each and  
every one of you a safe and fun summer. 

 
I have provided some fun from Go Noodle to kick off your summer fun! 

(Parents this is a free site that has tons of fun things to do!)  
 

Pop See Ko 
Baby Shark 

I Can Do That 
Roar 

 

Enjoy your summer! 
 

https://app.gonoodle.com/activities/pop-see-ko?s=Channel&t=Koo%20Koo%20Kanga%20Roo&sid=9&cs=koo-koo-kanga-roo
https://app.gonoodle.com/activities/baby-shark?s=Channel&t=Moose%20Tube&sid=18&cs=moose-tube
https://app.gonoodle.com/activities/i-can-do-that?s=Channel&t=Blazer%20Fresh&sid=29&cs=blazer-fresh
https://app.gonoodle.com/activities/roar?s=Channel&t=NTV:%20Noodle%20Television&sid=34&cs=ntv-noodle-television

