Success Standard
WHERE COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER

Good News about Jackson Public Schools ~ Mid-Year 2016-17

Spring is Here - and it’s time for Kindergarten Round-up
and Student Enrollment at Jackson Public Schools
Jackson Public Schools Kindergarten Enrollment is on! Come visit one
or all of our schools. Please call to
set up a tour or attend one of our
Round up dates.
Did you know that JPS has several
different Kindergarten programs to
fit the needs of all of our students
and families? They are: K-2 Early
Elementary, K-5 Balanced Calendar, K-5 International Baccalaureate, K-5 Traditional and K-3 Free
Montessori! Start your child's education path to success at JPS!
Student Enrollment Forms and Information’ are available on our website as well as ‘Online Registration’.
Look under ‘For Families’ on the
JPS website at jpsk12.org.

Bennett Elementary

JPS Montessori School

K-2 Early Elementary
820 Bennett Street
517-841-2730

K-3 Free Public Montessori
205 Seymour Street
517-841-3870

Thursday, May 4, 2017
1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, May 3, 2017
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Cascades Elementary

McCulloch Academy

Thursday, May 4, 2017
1:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 11, 2017
2:00 p.m.

K-2 Early Elementary
1200 South Wisner St
517-841-3900

Dibble Elementary
K-5 Traditional
3450 Kibby Road
517-841-3970

Tuesday, May 9, 2017
9:30 a.m.

K-2 Early Elementary
216 East Biddle Street
517-841-3940

Hunt Elementary

K-5 Balanced Calendar
1143 North Brown Street
517-841-2610
Wednesday, May 3, 2017
9:30 a.m.

Sharp Park Academy

International Baccalaureate
K-5 (I.B.) World School
766 Park Road
517-841-2860
Thursday, May 4, 2017
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

One Mission, One Vision...
As part of the ongoing branding, new tag line of Where Community Comes
Together and climate and culture initiative work at JPS there is a new Mission
and Vision. The JPS Board in conjunction with JPS staff, community members
and the Non Profit network has created one mission and one vision for JPS.
This new mission and vision was adopted by the Board at their November 2016
meeting.
Superintendent Jeff Beal and Director of Communications Kriss Giannetti have
been or are scheduled to be at each building and department in the district
speaking with the staff to personally deliver the Mission and Vision statements
and discuss their implementation.
“We believe that we as a District, are stronger with one mission and one vision. Our Board believes that as well. There are three easy key ideas from the
mission and vision of Academic Excellence, Workforce Readiness and Lifelong
leaning that each and every staff person in JPS can accomplish every day.",
said Superintendent Jeff Beal. Kriss Giannetti added, “In addition to the staff
learning and living the new Mission and Vision, these key points can also be
relayed to our students through curriculum, soft skills and every day learning.
We are looking forward to visiting each and every building over the next month.”
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JPS - Where Community Comes Together

Around the District
Community Partners Connect with JPS

As JPS supports local agencies and organizations, the Jackson community continually supports and contributes to events and programs at the
schools. Throughout the Success Standard there are examples of contributions of personal time, donated prizes and a myriad of other types of support provided for the district.

JPS Salutes Its Community Partners - Together, We Are Better!

JPS Booth a “Hot Spot” at the A1 Women’s Expo

Many Ways to ‘Connect’ with JPS

On March 11, JPS participated in
the Jackson Women’s Expo, held
at the Parkside Fieldhouse. Staff
members volunteered their time to
meet and greet the public, answering questions and sharing information about Jackson Public Schools.
There were games and prizes and
the JPS booth was a popular stop
at the Expo. On the right, Principal, Krista Jarvey runs the “Are you
Smarter Than a Fifth Grader” wheel
game.
On Friday, June 16, JPS will also be
present at the A1 KidsFest, held at
the American 1 Events Center. This
high energy experience invites families to come take part in activities and games to win
prizes and visit with JPS administrators and staff. The event runs from noon until 5:00 p.m.

In addition to an updated website, JPS has a communication tool that enables administrators and staff with the ability to share information with students, parents, colleagues
and the community through a variety of ways. The new
system, hosted through Blackboard, provides options to
communicate not only through a phone call, but through
text, email, Facebook and Twitter posts, notifications to the
JPS app and website announcements. The app is FREE
to download and is a very useful tool for parents to stay
‘connected’ to JPS.
The new system uses information provided in PowerSchool and parents are encouraged to sign in and call their
school secretary to update their contact information so this
communication tool can work to its potential. Download the
app today and always be ‘connected’ to JPS.

Rain or Shine, a Day at Ella Sharp is Fine

Rainy weather didn’t stop some JPS
families from taking advantage of
the opportunity to attend JPS at the
Ella Sharp Museum for the Sugaring and Shearing Festival on March
26th. JPS families were treated to
free food and drinks, provided by The
Junkyard Dog, and also received free
books! JPS Transportation services
provided shuttle serivce as well.
The annual event offered familyfriendly events, such as sheep shearing and sap-to-syrup demonstrations,
along with a petting zoo. Visitors
took part in a scavenger hunt and
were encouraged to stroll through the
various exhibits inside.

JPS Board of Education
Jon Hart - President
Cheryl Simonetti - Vice President
Pam Fitzgerald - Secretary
Robert Inman - Treasurer
Jamie Grace - Trustee
Michael Way- Trustee
Erin T. White - Trustee
Jeff Beal
Superintendent

Board Meeting Schedule
ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 5:30 P.M.

May 8
June 12
July 17

JPS Montessori
JHS
JHS

To register a student in a JPS school
or for information about
Jackson Public Schools,
please contact any school or the
Administration Office at
517-841-2147
Visit our Website at www.jpsk12.org
Download the App! It’s FREE!

Northeast Health Center
1024 Fleming Ave
(517) 787-4361

Parkside Health Center
2400 Fourth St.
(517) 788-6812

Serves patients of all ages
Also offers Dental services

Serves patients through 21 years old

Jackson High Health Center
544 Wildwood Ave.
(517) 780-0838
Serves patients through 21 years old

Visit: https://www.centerforfamilyhealth.org/school-health/

www.jpsk12.org
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Alumni Association Continues to Grow

NAAPID Day is Celebrated District-Wide

The JPS Alumni Association is for all alumni and friends of the Jackson
Public Schools who want to be more connected with the school and community. The mission of the Association is to connect fellow alumni; provide
JPS students with a perspective into what's possible for them and their
JPS education; give the faculty a sense of pride of the impact their life
work has made on the lives of their former students and help the community take pride in the impact the public school system has made. The
Association strives to keep alumni informed of current events, offer venues to get connected with fellow alum as well as volunteer opportunities to
give back to the district in a positive way. Visit and ‘Like’ the JPS Alumni &
Friends Association Facebook page and learn more by visitng the Alumni
& Friends page on the JPS website at: www.jpsk12.org.

Being a Viking is a ‘Family Thing’

These siblings have a lot in common. Not only do they share an an appreciation of fine music due to the coaching of their father, Joel Shaner,
who is the JHS Viking Band Director, they are all successful Viking alum.

JPS celebrated NAAPID Day on
February 13. National AfricanAmerican Parent Involvement
Day was initially created to encourage African-American families to visit their child’s school,
but is now intended for ALL
parents to come spend time in
their child’s classroom. Parents
were greeted with breakfast and
participated in lessons and activities with their child throughout
the district.
The goal is that this national observation will open up dialogue between teachers, parents and their students, to lead to a more conducive learning environment for students from
kindergarten through college.

Mentor Group Visted by Superintendent

Evan Shaner, class of 2003, earned his Bachelor’s in Art degree from
Central Michigan and is a freelance cartoonist currently employed with
DC comics. Ryan Shaner, class of 2006, is a Construction Manager for
Bywater Construction earning his Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from
Lawrence Tech Univeristy. Katie Shaner, class of 2010 received her Bachelor’s in Docemetry from Grand Valley State and is currently finishing her
Master’s Degree in Docemetry with Henry Ford and U of M Hospitals.
JPS and the Viking Community salute these outstanding Viking alum.

Science Investigation Builds Skills

Superintendent Jeff Beal visited Parkside's teen mentor group to talk
about the importance of education, how to stay motivated, and how to
avoid distractions. The name of the mentor group is Superintendent Success Challenge, or SSC. It was implemented as a way to help students
form meaningful relationships among themselves and with teachers who
they are mentored by.

Students in Mrs. Ludwig’s and Mrs. Kostrzewa’s classrooms at Hunt used
their engineering and math skills on Science Investigation Day. Given a
variety of sizes of marshmallows, they used toothpicks to create the tallest tower that they could build.

With the new FREE JPS App, you can choose
to receive notifications, not only from your child’s
school(s) and the district, but also from the Board
of Education and Athletic Department.
Customize what fits your needs and
STAY CONNECTED!
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Assembly Delivers Anti-Bully Message

www.jpsk12.org

Classes Combine Geography Skills for “Hunt”

During the month of February,
Parkside classrooms using the
Unique Learning Systems Curriculum worked on Geography
and understanding how to use
and read maps. On February 23,
Ms. Withey’s CI class hosted a
Pokémon Hunt so students could
utilize their map reading skills in
a real and fun context. Along
with Ms. Withey’s class, Mrs.
Treacher’s ASD class was joined
by Mrs. Genoa’s CI classroom
from Northwest Kidder Middle
School. All the students were
combined, then split into ‘hunting
parties’, and along with an adult
helper, were dispersed to find
Pokémon from there.
They collaborated to solve clues,
determining the hiding spot for
each Pokémon, and then used
maps to find where they were
located. Hiding locations were
both inside and outdoors, around
Parkside’s campus. This activity was a fun way to put newly learned skills
to use, and enabled the students to practice social skills and expand social circles. Special thanks to helpers, Mrs. Romberger, Mrs. Tyler, Ms.
White and Ms. Daweritz.

On March 10, students and staff
at Frost Elementary participated
in an anti-bullying assembly with
Richard Paul. The assembly focused on teaching students about
bullying and what they can do if
they feel like they are being bullied.
As part of his message, Mr. Paul
did ventriloquy and had students
and staff participate in skits. This
was a lot of fun and students took
away valuable information about
a very important topic.

3rd Time’s a Charm for Spelling Champ
Ian Shasha was familiar with the
MLive/Jackson Citizen Patriot Spelling Bee. Participating for the third time
in this rigorous competition turned out
to be a charm when the eighth grade
student from Parkside found himself
in the 11th round, as a finalist against
Harshita Rathod from Northwest Kidder Middle school.
Ian correctly spelled the word ‘sarape’
to take first place and will be traveling
to Washington, D.C. to compete in the
Scripps National Spelling Bee. Congratulations, Ian Shasha!

www.jpsk12.org
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Student Group Produces and Performs Black History Assembly
On February 24, the JHS Culture Club
presented a special assembly to celebrate Black History Month. The assembly opened with African drumming,
included music, dance and featured
special performances from current and
former students.
The audience was captivated by each
performance and then shared their enthusiasm at the end by participating in
a game of Kahoot, with a chance to win
prizes.
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Spirit

www.jpsk12.org

P. E. Classes Kick up Their Heels

Viking

is

Strong

at

JPS

Mrs. Alison Resor's students at Parkside have been busy learning the "Electric Slide" line dance in P.E. class. In order to make
the final performance as memorable and fun as possible, students
dressed in their Cowboy gear and danced on stage. It was a "HeeHaw" of a time, remembering the steps, keeping with the rhythm of
the music, and working to enhance the "Ensemble's" group dynamic.

Staff members at Hunt Elementary show off their school spirit by coordinating “Viking apparel” days. A variety of Viking apparel and accessories is
available for online purchase through a link on the JPS website, jpsk12.
org, or at: https://www.companycasuals.com/JacksonPublicSchoolsMI/
start.jsp

Fasnacht Clears the Path for Springtime

Fairy Tales Come to Life in Reading Month

Bennett students were in
for a treat when the Wild
Swan Theater Company
presented a hilarious version of the famous tale of
Jack and the Beanstalk.
This special assembly
was in recognition of
March is Reading Month,
and was a crowd-pleaser!

To deepen their understanding of the German culture
they are learning about, students at Sharp Park Academy chased out the winter
blues to make way for spring
by celebrating an Austrian
holiday called, Fasnacht.
Fasnacht, dating back over
500 years, consists of music, dancing, and a variety of
characters, in the form of a
parade that passes throughout various Alpine villages.
Students created masks and costumes to recreate specific characters and
paraded through the school and outdoors to an audience of family members, staff and visitors who enjoyed the festive event.

www.jpsk12.org
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Student Rewards are a ‘Smash’

Students at 4SLC celebrated their 2nd Trimester rewards auction.
The auction was started
last year and is one of
the most popular events
celebrated at 4SLC.
The auction is a celebration of student
achievement and points
earned in the classroom
for behavior, academics
and attendance. The students are then able to silent bid
on 70 auction lots ranging from lunch with the principal
to being able to pie-face one of the staff. Most of the
auction lots are academic games, books and sporting
goods. Pictured at top are Aaron Porter with intern, Allen
Anderson. In the center, Rebecca Hilleary takes one for
the team. Below, Rashoid Starnes ‘pies’ Clifton Ross.
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SCMV Holds First Parent-Teacher Conferences

South Central Michigan Virtual held Parent/
Teacher conferences and an Open House
on February 7th. Students received recognition for their efforts and progress, and parents had the opportunity to speak with staff
and enjoy refreshments. This event was well
attended by students and families as well as
being open to public, who were welcome to
stop by and learn more about SCMV.
Students who received Certificates of
Achievement included Travis Barclay (top
left), Logan Foster (top right), Lars Lammon
(center left) and Zander Foster, (bottom left).

Ronald McDonald & Reading is a ‘Happy Deal’

STAY CONNECTED TO JPS

jpsk12.org

Facebook

JPS Mobile App.

Twitter

Students at Cascades Elementary were excited to celebrate March is Reading Month with a
special assembly called Book Time with Ronald McDonald. The popular guest stressed the
importance of reading to his energetic crowd through humor and magic.
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Many Hands Work Together in I.B. Project

On March 22, eighth graders
Zaydan Kasham, O Landenberger, and Miracle Young
brought the Kids Against Hunger program to Parkside for
their IB community project.
The mission at Kids Against
Hunger is to reduce the number of hungry children in the
the world through the use of
food packaging “satellites”.
“Satellites” are nonprofit organizations affiliated with Kids
Against Hunger that package
the proprietary Kids Against
Hunger formulated food for the
malnourished and starving children in the U.S. and the world.
Students worked with school
staff, the Kiwanis Club of Jackson, and the Kids Against Hunger personnel. They were able
to get nearly the entire eighth
grade involved and together,
assembled over 10,000 meals
to be shipped to those in need.

www.jpsk12.org

Science Demos Make Lessons Meaningful

Mrs. Edinger’s class at Hunt enjoyed
Science Investigation Day with a fun
filled day of Magnet Experimenting.
Pictured above from left to right is JaSavion Westbrook and Alvin Chen.
At right, students have been discussing the three parts of a seed. They
took a closer look by dissecting a
Lima bean.
Below, Jared Crittenden and Samantha Coolbaugh are conducting a
science experiment about force and
motion. They are going to determine
which will hit the ground first, a golf
ball or a ping pong ball, and then tell
why.

Springing Ahead with Plans for Next Year

In addition to winter sports and
activities, Black History Month
and March is Reading month,
students are busy looking
ahead and preparing for the
future. Eighth grade students
visited JHS and worked on
their class selections for next
year. Above, Cindy Smith and
Jill Raymond help students
in this process. Fifth graders
are preparing for their move
to middle school. At right, a
group of fifth graders is lead on
a tour of Parkside by National
Junior Honor Society students.

For the latest information and news about
Jackson Public Schools
Visit our website at www.jpsk12.org
To register a student at a JPS
school, please call (517) 841-2147
or register online!

www.jpsk12.org

JPS - Where Community Comes Together

9

Jackson High Students Prepare and Present Spanish Lesson to Elementary Students

In February, Ms. Cizek's JHS Spanish students returned to Northeast Elementary, lesson plans and created activities in tow, to teach Spanish to the
children. The younger students were eager to particpate and learn from their
mentors. The Vikings had such a positive experience that they didn't want
to leave. Freshman, Gabriel Smith said "After it was all over, I felt a sense
of pride for helping in this endeavor." Sophomore, Ryan Hughes added that
"The kids were full of life and enthusiasm." Freshman, Alison Kelly indicated
that the students were "very engaged doing the flashcards." Sophomore,
Ben Wesselman had a fun time interacting with the kids . ."They were nice
and funny. This trip made me want to be a teacher." Freshman, Grayson
Heins was impressed with Northeast Elementary, "That school is huge! It
was very clean and I was surprised that they had lockers."
Freshman, Daniel Strong summed up the Vikings' thoughts, "I loved having
the opportunity to teach these wonderful kids!"

Every Story Has a Happy Ending When Shared With A ‘Reading Buddy’
Middle School students who
are involved in the SSC (Superintendent Success Challenge) group visited Sharp
Park Academy on March
23rd to pair up as a ‘Reading Buddy’ with Kindergarten
students.
The younger students enjoyed the special one-on-one
reading time and snack that
was provided and the older
students had fun reading and
spending time with them.
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Author, Illustrator Share Monster Love

Dynamic Duo, author Karen Brege
and illustrator Darrin Brege visited
Dibble Elementary in March. The
husband and wife team introduced
their ‘Monster Myth’ series and talked
about their craft and how they combine skills to create books.
Karen talked about how her characters take shape and where her ideas
come from. Darrin demonstrated how
illustrations are transformed from
simple lines and shapes. Together,
they performed a hilarious improvisation skit, complete with sound effects.
Students were encouraged to read
and write, and to take a shot at shaping an idea into a story.

www.jpsk12.org

The ‘Big Seed’ is Planted Throughout JPS

Many elementary classrooms
throughout JPS were introduced
to “The Big Seed” during March is
Reading Month. In these photos,
Mrs. Donna Lake reads a story to
JPS Montessori Center students
and together, they plant their own
watermelon seeds. Students are
instructed how to care for their future watermelon seedlings and invited to take part in the “Big Seed”
Garden Fair and Watermelon
Plant Contest.
In addition to planting the seeds and encouraging future gardeners, the Big
Seed project hopes to inspire a love of reading that will continue to grow.

www.jpsk12.org
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PXP French Exchange Visit a Success

The Parkside Exchange
Program (PXP) welcomed their visitors from
France on February 11th.
A dozen French students
and their teacher arrived
for a two week stay, and
met the host families they
had been corresponding with for the previous
month.
Destiney Davis, Parkside’s French teacher,
PXP Director, said her
students were excited to
meet the French students
and share this experience. In addition to classes at school, the group
attended several field trips, including Ella Sharp Museum, University of
Michigan Big House tour, rock climbing in Ann Arbor, Jackson School of the
Arts, downtown Jackson and a special appearance on the Bart Hawley JTV
show. Although the Jackson students are not traveling to France this year,
it is the hope that the program can be back-to-back again in the future.
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Student Leaders Receive Recognition

Each month, Frost students are recognized as being outstanding Leaders. These students have demonstrated their leadership skills by practicing the 7 Habits as identified in the ‘Leader in Me’ philosophy. Each received a certificate and were joined by family members for refreshments.

Students are ‘Living History’ at Ella Sharp

Each spring, JPS students experience a living history lesson at Ella Sharp
Museum by attending ‘Pioneer Living’. This interactive field trip gives students the opportunity to learn what it was like to live in the 1880’s by doing
chores and tasks of that time period. These students are from Hunt School.

Reading Activities can Reap Big Rewards

For the latest information and news about
Jackson Public Schools
Visit our website at www.jpsk12.org
To register a student at a JPS
school, please call (517) 841-2147
or register online!

Bicycle winners at Dibble were Paige Seagraves and Russell Davis V.
Jackson Northwest Kiwanis and Jackson Police Department donated 88
bikes and helmets to 28 area schools as an incentive for Reading Month.
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‘After School’ Means Creative Learning

Students at the Fourth Street Learning Center have been busy exploring their creative interests in an
After School Program. With opportunities to work individually or collaboratively, students can choose
from activiites such as cooking,
painting, robotics and drumming.
All classes are popular and students and staff are proud of their
efforts and accomplishments. The
Robotics team was recently featured on the Bart Hawley JTV Show.

www.jpsk12.org

Ambassador Dinner Marks 30 Years

The 30th annual Jackson High School Ambassador’s Dinner held on
March 24, raised over $50k for scholarships and grants. Close to 350 participants attended to support this event, which included hors d’oeuvres,
a gourmet dinner, and silent and live auctions. The theme of this year’s
event was ‘Where Community Comes Together’. Raffle Tickets were
sold for themed baskets that included items, services or gift cards. Auction articles varied from things such as Tiger’s opening day tickets, preferred seating for graduation ceremonies, a Weber grill, and many more
quality items. JHS students served as servers and busboys for the dinner and Viking students provided live music. (Photos courtesy of mlive.)

The following information was announced at the Ambassador’s Dinner:

2016-2017 Student Calendar
April
24 Half Day Student / P.D. staff
May
19 Half Day Student / P.D. staff
26 JHS Graduation - Half Day
JHS Only
29 Memorial Day, no school

June
2 T. A. Wilson Graduation
6 JHS Exams
7 JHS Exams, Early Dismissal
JHS Only
8 JHS Exams, Records Day
Half day K-12

Your link to current JPS news is on the JPS website.
Bookmark ~ www.jpsk12.org ~ Your JPS Home Page

CORPORATE $2,000 SCHOLARSHIPS
Alro Steel - Skilled Trades - Zackary Smith
American 1 Federal Credit Union - Finance - Stevie Halmon
Consumers Energy - Engineering - Jake Holland
Dawn Foods Foundation - Arts/Music - Megan Brown
Garcia Labs - Healthcare - DeShari Pierce
Industrial Steel Treating - Women in Engineering - Ashley Flint
Orthopedic Rehab Specialists - Student Athlete - Allie Garrecht
Ambassador - Community Service - Aidan Sova
Ambassador - Education - Jamie Bleiler
COMMUNITY BOWL $1,000 SCHOLARSHIPS
Jhanai McKenney
Tamiah Williams
Justice Harrell
Jordan Arntz
Caleb Foster
VALEDICTORIANS
Martha Elizabeth Baldwin, Megan Barbara Bell, Lucas Warren Berry, Taylor Nicole Bradley, George Chamberlin Campau, Joel George Chirackal,
Trenton Michael Cox, Rachel Elizabeth Cunningham, Darian Lucille Double, Harriet Mae Marshallsay, Erin Catherine Martin, Tariq Ibn-Mustafaa
Muhamed, Conor Michael Mulhearn and Rohitha Rao Polasani

