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Success Standard
WHERE COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER

Jackson Public Schools would like to
recognize the following individuals for
being honored as Power of One recipients. Individuals are identified by their
administrators as people who go above
and beyond to make the difference in
the lives of children and help make JPS
a better place to live, work and play.
They are recognized at JPS School
Board meetings. Congratulations to:

Good News about Jackson Public Schools ~ Summer 2015-2016

Class of 2016 is Prepared for Future Success

Congratulations to the JPS Class of 2016. There are 286 Jackson High graduates and 35 from
T.A. Wilson Academy. Best wishes to each as they move forward in their success and special
recognition to all who supported them through their school years. Pictured here are graduates
who earned a 4.0 grade point average during four years in high school. They are the top of
the Class of 2016.
One hundred eighty graduating JHS seniors received honors at the Honors Convocation on
May 26th. In addition to the 139 students who received academic awards for qualifying grade
point averages, 52 students received Michigan Competitive Scholarships of Recognition

ciety awards. Two students were recognized for the National
Technical Honor Society through the Jackson Area Career
Center.
Fourteen students received JHS Memorial or Independent
Scholarships, with 13 receiving Ambassadors’ Scholarships
for valedictorian status. Ten students received Ambassadors’
Achievement awards and 300 Departmental Awards were given to seniors with outstanding accomplishments within a department. Three students had perfect attendance throughout
high school and two for their senior year. Thirty-eight students
received N.A.S.S.P. American Citizenship Awards, Twenty-four
earned the President’s Award for Educational Excellence and

April 2016

Jill Ramsey, Teacher Assistant, Bennett
Melinda Boyd, Teacher, Cascades
Laurie Arvy, Teacher, Dibble
Paul Slater, Teacher, 4th Street Learning Center
David Commet, Teacher Assistant,
Frost
Chandra Cataline, Teacher, Hunt
Pam Nordhougen, Teacher, Jackson
High School
RosaArgiero, Teacher, JPS Montessori
Michelle Cross, Teacher, McCulloch
Academy
Keith Richards, Academic Games
Coach, Middle School at Parkside
Jamie Hoover, Teacher, Northeast
Gail Johnston, Teacher Sharp Park
Academy
JoAnnA Perkin, Teacher, T. A. Wilson
Academy
Michele Oxley, Assistant to the Superintendent, Reynolds Hall

for qualifying ACT scores and 50 earned National Honor So-

31 received the President’s Award for Educational Achievement. 109 students earned JHS Academic Awards. In addition,
many of the JHS seniors have received scholarships or other
recognition from colleges, universities and numerous organizaKatherine Dodge

tions outside of Jackson Public Schools.

Jordan Brown

Elexi Dailey

Emma Dubensky

Brandon Hamilton

Lauren Huggett

Noah Kopplin

Taylor Lawrence

Maisey Schuler

Katelyn Shier

Krista Spear

Nathaniel Lavery

May 2016

Anne Frank, Teacher, Bennett
Amy Teriaco, Teacher, Cascades
Eric Hayes, Custodian, Dibble
Kathy Shafer, Social Worker, 4th
Street Learning Center
Sue Francey, Teacher, Frost
Tonisha Bradshaw, Teacher, Hunt
Sam Ulstad, Teacher, Jackson High
Ella Hunter, Custodian, JPS Montessori
Cathy Sykes, Volunteer, McCulloch
Academy
Victoria (Bunny) Flack and James
Seelhoff, Teachers, Middle School at
Parkside
Nataiya Webb, Student, Northeast
Kristy Dillon, Parent Volunteer, Sharp
Park Academy
Josh Lindeman, Teacher, T. A. Wilson

Viking Seniors Get a Warm
Send-off by Entire District
Members of the Viking Class of 2016 took a trip back in time
as they visited some of their old ‘stomping grounds’ for a
memorable walk-through before graduation ceremonies on
May 27. Wearing their cap and gowns, they were greeted by
cheering students and staff at each elementary building and

SPECIAL NOTICE

the Middle School at Parkside, with high fives and shouts of

Viking families, alum and friends:
Please note that this edition of the
Success Standard will be the last “Printed” Edition. The Success Standard will
continue to be available online on our
website, www.jpsk12.org. In addition,
you can receive a copy of the Success
Standard by emailing Kriss.giannetti@
jpsk12.org or calling 517-841-2148.
We also encourage you to ‘like’ us on
Facebook and follow us on Twitter to
receive up to the minute information
and stories from our entire JPS District.
Thank you for your support of JPS.

the positive role models and senior Vikings were moved by
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congratulations. The younger students were inspired to see
the enthusiasm and praise. In the photos as right, seniors are
greeted at Sharp Park Academy and Frost Elementary. Below, Krista Spear pauses at a “Do You See a Leader” mirror
at Frost.

Olivia York
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Around the District
Community Partners Connect with JPS
As JPS supports local agencies and organizations, the Jackson community continually supports and contributes to events and programs at the schools.
Throughout the Success Standard there are examples of contributions of personal time, donated prizes and a myriad of other types of support provided for the district.

JPS Salutes Its Community Partners - Together, We Are Better!
FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH PROGRAM
The JPS Food Service Department will once again sponsor a
summer meal program for children in Jackson. See the menu insert in this issue of the Success Standard for locations, menu, and
service times, or visit the JPS website at http://www.jpsk12.org.
Questions? Call the JPS Summer Meals Hotline at 517.841.2693
or 841.2172 for more details.

JPS Food Services Expand Summer Meal Locations
Summer 2016 is going to be one for the record books. Jackson Public Schools will serve summer
meals to children at 40 sites this year. “We have tried to reach every corner of Jackson so children
in need can be close to a nutritious meal”, says Brant Russell, Food Service Director for Jackson
Public Schools.
Just as learning does not end when school lets out, neither does a child's need for good nutrition.
The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) provides free, nutritious meals and snacks to help
children in low-income areas get the nutrition they need to learn, play, and grow, throughout the
summer months when they are out of school. Children who miss breakfast and lunch are more
likely to be sick, disruptive, and inattentive. Good nutrition is essential for learning and good
health. SFSP provides an opportunity to continue a child's physical and social development while
providing nutritious meals during long vacation periods from school. It helps children return to
school ready to learn.
Last year, Jackson Public Schools served 13,766 breakfasts and 57,938 lunches over the eight
week program. “Many of these children would have had a challenging summer if it weren’t for our
summer meals program”, says Russell. “This year we are planning a large outreach to the community to ensure that every child knows where they can go to receive a free summer meal”, says
Russell. Service sites are planned at many JPS school buildings – Bennett, Frost, McCulloch,
JPS Montessori Center, Wilson, Parkside and Jackson High. Sites will also include several apartment complexes – Canterbury, Chalet Terrace, Foxfire, and Shahan.
A mobile bus route will also motor around the city to the former Jackson Arts and Technology playground, Rotary Park, Blair Park Apartment Complex, and Nixon Pool (in between swim sessions).
Continuing a strong partnership with the city of Jackson, meals will be distributed at their summer
programs at Kiwanis Park and Martin Luther King Center as well as the Carnegie Library front lawn
before many of their summer activities.
Several local organizations will sponsor meals during their summer programs, such as The Salvation Army, Together We Can Make A Difference, and the Jackson County Health Department (this
site will be serving at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church). Many area churches will also utilize summer
meals to boost attendance at their programs.

JPS Title I Summer School for Grades K-5
Bennett Elementary School, 820 Bennett St. - GRADES K-2
Frost Elementary School, 1226 S. Wisner St. - GRADES 3-5

DATES:
Week #1: Tuesday, June 21 - Friday, June 24, 2016
Week #2: Monday, June 27 - Thursday, June 30, 2016
Week #3: Tuesday, July 5 - Friday July 8, 2016
Free of Charge to Eligible JPS Students

(Eligibility = NWEA & Success Maker results, based on academic needs in reading and math)
Hours: 8:30 a.m - 2:00 p.m.

FREE Breakfast: 8:15 - 8:30 a.m.
FREE Lunch: 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Transportation: JPS Buses will provide transportation for students residing within the
attendance boundaries of JPS.

For additional information contact: Willye Pigott at 517. 841.2157
or Mardi Raymond at 841-2730 (Bennett Elementary)
Patty Benjamin at 517.841.2600 (Frost Elementary) after June 17, 2016
The Title I Summer School Program is offered to JPS students in K-5 who meet the academic eligibility status.

Kindergarten Kick-Start - August 8-11, 2016
Kindergarten Kick-Start is an exciting opportunity for incoming kindergarten students. This four day event will provide
the necessary readiness skills that will help kindergarten students be successful and will include a number of activities,
including educational field trips as well as helpful information
for parents. The program will run Monday through Thursday, August 8-11, from 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. and will include
breakfast and lunch, as well as transportation. Kindergarten
Kick-Start will be held at Cascades Elementary and McCulloch Academy and is for all incoming
JPS kindergarten students. More information about this program, including registration details will
be mailed to parents of registered kindergarten students for the 2016-2017 school year.

JHS Finishes 1st in Junior Achivement Grand Prix

Some area parks will also feature meals this summer. Cascades Pavilion (by the Denton Road
bridge), Loomis Park, and a new location at Vandercook Lake Park will each serve lunches to
children for about an hour this summer. A couple of area events – Kid’s Fest (6/22) at the Jackson
Event Center and The Learning Fair (7/14 and 7/15) at Ella Sharp Park – will have meals available
for children at the beginning of their events as well.

The annual 2016 Junior Achieve-

There are two special events this summer. The first is at Loomis Park on July 27th from 11:30 to
1:00 PM. The event will feature a cookout for children – hot dogs, baked beans, chips, juice, fresh
fruit, milk, and some special treats, too! Family games will be spread around the park for families
to enjoy before or after the meal. The Jackson Fire and Police Department will be on hand to
exhibit their vehicles and let kids interact with the officers. There will be drawings for prizes and 2
bikes will be given away. The other event will be at Jackson High Withington Stadium at a date to
be determined. This event will feature training by area experts on fitness and exercise. There will
be an obstacle course for kid’s to try their hand at as well as other fun learning activities. A meal
will be served to children afterwards with prizes and a drawing for 2 bikes.

history, the Jackson High team

The JPS summer meals program will run from June 20, 2016 thru August 12, 2016. Some sites
will be open all summer while others are only available during the sites’ summer programming
dates. Please check at each site for specific dates and times. Information will be available on the
JPS website at www.jpsk12.org and click on the Meet Up and Eat Up banner or call 841-2173. Be
sure stop by and check a site close to you this summer.

been reaching out to children in the
Jackson community since 1952. The Viking team was sponsored by Main & Company, Walton

ment Grand Prix was held at Cascades Park on June 4th. For the
first time in its twenty-one year
finished in first place, earning trophies in the Arrive and Drive Division and top high school team. This
race is the biggest fundraiser of the
year for the Jackson area Junior
Achievement program, who has

Insurance Group, Industrial Steel Treating and Wells Fargo Advisors. Photo courtesy of Connie Poisson, Junior Achievement.

Attention Student Athletes: Get your sports physical at any of the
three school-based health centers. Open Monday - Friday

Jackson Public Schools Grievance Procedures

For Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990,
Title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972, Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Sexual Harassment Policy

Step 1: A person who believes that he/she has been discriminated against by the District is encouraged, but is not required, to discuss the matter
informally with the appropriate building principal, in the case of a student, or his/her immediate supervisor, in the case of an employee. [NOTE: if the
building principal or the immediate supervisor is the subject of the complaint, or the grievant is not a student or employee, the grievant may, instead,
contact the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources.] The person receiving the complaint shall verbally convey his/her findings to both the
person who alleged the violation and the person who is the subject of the complaint within 10 business days.
Step 2: If the informal Step 1 process does not resolve the matter, or if the grievant does not wish to use the informal procedures set forth in Step 1,
a written complaint may be submitted to the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources who will investigate the complaint. [If the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources is the subject of the complaint, the complaint should be submitted to the Superintendent, who will appoint another
administrator to conduct the investigation]. The complaint shall be signed by the grievant and include 1) the grievant’s name and contact information;
2) the facts of the incident or action complained about; 3) the date of the incident or action giving rise to the complaint; 4) the type of discrimination
alleged to have occurred; and 5) the specific relief sought. Names of witnesses and other evidence as deemed appropriate by the grievant may
also be submitted. An investigation of the complaint will be conducted within 10 business days following the submission of the written complaint.
The investigation shall include an interview of the parties and witnesses, a review of relevant evidence, and any other steps necessary to ensure a
prompt and thorough investigation of the complaint. A written disposition of the complaint shall be issued within 10 business days of completion of
the investigation, unless a specific written extension of time is provided to the parties. Copies of the disposition will include the steps that the District
will take to prevent recurrence of any discrimination/harassment and to correct its discriminatory effects on the grievant and others, if appropriate.
Step 3: If the grievant wishes to appeal the decision in Step 2 above, he/she may submit a signed, written appeal to the Superintendent within 10
business days after receipt of the written disposition. The Superintendent or his designee shall respond to the complaint, in writing, within 10 business
days of the date of the appeal. Copies of the response shall be provided to both the grievant and the person who is the subjection of the complaint.

Non Discrimination Statement

It is the policy of the Jackson Public Schools District that no discriminatory practices based on sex, race, color, national origin, religion, height, weight,
marital status, handicap, age, political affiliation, sexual orientation or disability or any other status covered by federal, state or local law be allowed
in providing instructional opportunities, programs, services, job placement assistance, employment or in policies governing student conduct and attendance. Any person suspecting a discriminatory practice should contact the Human Resources Office at Jackson Public Schools, 522 Wildwood
Avenue, Jackson, Michigan 49201 or call 517.841.2153.

Northeast Health Center
1024 Fleming Ave.
(517) 787-4361

Teen Health Center at
Parkside
2400 Fourth St.
(517) 788-6812

2016 JPS Board of Education
Michael Way- President
Jon Hart - Vice President
Pam Fitzgerald - Secretary
Robert Inman - Treasurer
Jamie Grace - Trustee
Kathryn Keersmaekers - Trustee
Cheryl Simonetti - Trustee
Jeff Beal
Superintendent

Board Meeting Schedule
ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 5:30 P.M.

June 20
July 20
August 8
Sept. 12

Parkside
Sharp Park
JHS
Hunt

Jackson High Health Center
544 Wildwood Ave.
(517) 780-0838

To register a student in a JPS school
or for information about
Jackson Public Schools,
please contact any school or
the Administration Office at
517.841.2147
Visit our Website at
www.jpsk12.org
School Closing Hotline
517.841.2175

www.jpsk12.org				
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Alumni Association Another Way to Stay Connected

On Two Wheels Helps Promote Fitness and Safety

The JPS Alumni Association is for all alumni and friends of the Jackson Public Schools who want

Parkside Physical Educator, Mrs. Alison Resor,
was gearing up to teach
a Bike Safety Unit in her
classes, which has been
done for a few years at the
Middle School at Parkside.
Parkside's bike program
had accumulated several
donated bikes and safety
helmets, with help from the
Jackson Fitness Council
and the Bike Union. Although many of the donated bikes were functioning, Mrs. Resor questioned
whether or not the school
had enough quality bikes
for all of her students to
ride, especially in larger
classes.
With a Facebook plea for help from the community, Mrs. Resor was able to round-up a few new
donations, but knew she would need more. This is when Adam Kohn (pictured above with Alison
Resor), owner of On Two Wheels, a local bike shop, was able to help out. On Two Wheels donated four, brand-new Trek mountain bikes for students to enjoy, as well as 30 brand-new helmets
to promote safety within the community.
The students have been enjoying bike-riding as part of their physical education at Parkside. Since
the school is adjacent to the Inner City/Falling Waters Trail, many students are getting an opportunity to learn about safe trail-riding and etiquette, as well. Jackson Public Schools and On Two
Wheels, community, DEFINITELY coming together! Pictured below on the new bicycles are from
left, Rameiro Owens, Anthony Allen, Mrs. Resor, Kobie Hardrick and Madison Wagner.

to be more connected with the school and community. The mission of the Association is to connect
fellow alumni; provide JPS students with a perspective into what's possible for them and their JPS
education; give the faculty a sense of pride of the impact their life work has made on the lives of
their former students and help the community take pride in the impact the public school system
has made. The Association strives to keep alumni informed of current events, offer venues to get
connected with fellow alum as well as volunteer opportunities to give back to the district in a positive way. Visit and ‘Like’ the JPS Alumni & Friends Association Facebook page and learn more by
visitng the Alumni & Friends page on the JPS website at: www.jpsk12.org.

Featured JPS Alum: Candi Thayer, Class of ‘77
Candi is a 1977 graduate of Parkside High School. After
graduation she attended Michigan State University where
she earned a Bachelor’s degree in education. Upon graduation, Candi moved to Ft. Myers Florida where she lived
and worked as a teacher and administrator for 16 years for
the Lee County School District. During this time, she earned
her Master’s degree in Educational Leadership and completed her doctorial course work, also in Educational Leadership from Nova Southeastern University in Ft. Lauderdale. Her work as an educator led her to many collaborative
efforts and studies, most notably with Dr. Robert Slavin’s of
Johns-Hopkins University (Cooperative Learning), the creation of Swing Time Mathematics and the Middle Grades
Model of Mathematics which were all recognized on a local, state and national level.
In 1996 Candi moved back to Michigan where she continued in education for five more
years as a principal. In 2001 her life changed directions as she left education and entered
the world of business. Candi currently works for her family’s Marine Dealership (Thayer Marine) in Jackson, Michigan where she is involved in management and sales. Candi and her
brothers (Kris and Michael Thayer) are also the owners of a web-based solutions company
called Marine Dealer Technologies. This company provides point of sale software, inventory management, warranty registration and claims for numerous manufacturers and dealerships in the marine and power sports industries both in the United States and Canada.
Candi believes that her thirst for knowledge and ongoing learning began at a very
early age at Ridgeway Elementary School.
Her most impressionable teachers displayed such a passion for teaching that it made learning fun and exciting.
She believes
that their behavior created an eagerness and drive in her to want to never stop learning. It is for this reason she became involved in the creation of a JPS alumni association.
Fun Facts: Candi has one daughter (Megan) who is a 2010 graduate of Jackson High School
making her the third generation JPS graduate. Both of her parents, all of her siblings, several aunts, uncles, cousins, and second cousins are all graduates of Jackson Public Schools.

Featured JPS Alum: Carrie (Tejada) Glick, Class of ‘92
Carrie is a proud graduate of Jackson High School, class
of 1992. She attended the University of Michigan to study
Nursing. After three years at Michigan, she switched majors and finished her degree in Early Childhood Education
at Eastern Michigan University. After a positive student
teaching experience at Ezra Eby Elementary in Napoleon, Carrie accepted a position there in a K-2 Multiage
classroom where she taught for four years. The remainder of her years of teaching were at the Kindergarten
level in a job sharing position in Napoleon. During her
teaching career, Carrie earned a Master’s degree from
Eastern Michigan University in Curriculum & Instruction.
Carrie has become involved with various nonprofit organizations in the Jackson area. Carrie served as a trustee on the Jackson Community Foundation (JCF) for nine years and served on the Grants Committee at JCF for 15 years. She performed a feasibility study for the Dahlem Conservancy to assist them in opening a nature-based
preschool in 2012. Carrie currently serves as vice president of the College & Career Access
Center Board of Directors, is a community representative on the Nonprofit Network Board
of Directors as well as a trustee on the Henry Ford Allegiance Health Foundation Board. She
is married to fellow 1992 alumnus, Brian Glick. They have two sons who are current JPS students. In her spare time, her family is the priority, including spending time outdoors, keeping up
with extra-curricular activities, and cheering on Michigan football…Go Blue… and Go Vikings!

Two of JPS’s Finest are Named as 2016 Top Teachers

Dahlem Center Brings Nature to Spring Family Night

On May 20, JPS, the Dahlem Center and City of Jackson held a district wide event for elementary and middle school students and their families at the Spring Family Night at the Boos Center/
Loomis Park. The activities allowed families to learn about nature as they explored what lives in
a pond, dug through a decaying log, checked out some furs and skulls, learned about Michigan
mammals and took part in a scavenger hunt. 160 people attended this event. JPS would like to
thank the volunteers and the JPS staff who made the event a success.

Ella Sharp Park & Museum a Great Resource to JPS

Jonelle Hasselback-Zenker and Joel Shaner have been recognized as two of Jackson Magazine’s Top Teacher for 2016. Five teachers, representing the best in Jackson County are selected
through a nomination process and have to meet a number of criteria. Jonell Hasselback-Zenker,
JHS Special Ed. Teacher, and Joel Shaner, JHS Music Teacher were included in the Top Five of
this select group, who are featured in the May issue of the Jackson Magazine. Included in the Top
Ten list was Christine Fitzgerald, who teaches at the Middle School at Parkside. Congratulations
to these fine educators. Visit www.jacksonmagazine.com to read about ‘Jackson’s Top Teachers’.

Third grade students from Frost Elementary visit Ella Sharp Park & Museum for Pioneer Living
Days in April.
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CAAC Senior Scholar Athletes for 2016

Nature Club Plants the Seeds for a School Garden

Congratulations to these CAAC (Capital Area Activities Conference) 2016 Scholar Athletes: Back
row from left: Barbara Baird-Pauli, Katelyn Shier, Nate Lavery, Taylor Lawrence and Jack Fairly.
Front row: Noah Kopplin, Elexi Dailey, Jonah Genthner, Brandon Hamilton, Jozlyn Hunt and Aaron
Kopplin. Photo, courtesy of Hoffman Photography and Mr. Randy Allen, CAAC League Secretary.

On May 11, JPS Montessori School cel-

Reflector News Staff - Senior Members, 2016

hard all year to raise funds for this gar-

ebrated the groundbreaking event for
a sustainable vegetable garden. The
children, staff and parents have worked
den project. Ms. Rosa Argiero and Fawn
Hall, a parent volunteer, started an after
school Nature Club to maintain the garden throughout the summer. The children participating in Nature Club were
the first ones to break ground and plant
their cabbage seedlings. Afterwords the
entire school had an opportunity to get.
their hands dirty planting. The garden will be planted by the children and will be used as a learning
tool throughout the school year. If you are interested in the garden project please contact: Fawn
Hall at: Hall-JPSPOMS@gmail.com. In the top photo from the left are: Jaylynne Sawyer, Evan
Kilgore, Marlie Perez, Lotus Graham, Alex McVey and Hunter Brooks. In the photo above, Evan
Kilgore and Beckham Guerrero Horner are ready to plant.

Wilson Grads & Families Celebrate at Luncheon
From left: Taylor Lawrence, Katelyn Shier, Alexandra London, Sydney Schenkel, Caleb
Dueck, Madison Kyro, Olivia York, Amber Kienutske, Blaise Easton, Leigha Pfeiffer and
Nicholas Kraeuter.

Viking Musicians at Jackson County Honors Band

Once again, Wilson’s seniors had the
opportunity to invite family and community members to enjoy a wonderful
lunch and share the results of their hard
work on their senior portfolios. Many
proud family members attended, as did
the Director of our local DHHS office.
The portfolios included student’s goals,
From left to right, back row: Mr. Shaner, Janae Morris, Nick Hirsch, Emma Dubensky, Elise Reynolds, Noah Kopplin, Trenton Cox, Cheyenne Baker, Griffin Deane and Tariq Muhamad. Front row:
Maisey Schuler, Martha Baldwin, Madelief Kopp, Amber Kienutske, Dena George, Ava Tolonen,
and Hayley Fraser.

resumes, awards, timelines and an “I

Viking Marching Band - Class of 2016

have overcome so many obstacles to
achieve the success that accompanies a high school diploma. JPS and the staff at T. A. Wilson

Am” paper that tells their unique story.
As always it was a special time for Wilson’s seniors and family members who

Academy wish them all the best in their future endeavors. In the top photos, from left: Emily
Shaughnessy celebrates with her mother, and on the right are Simyae Ross and Taja Davis. In the
center photo is Ross Cornell with his father. Below, left is Hannah Carrigan with her mother and
on the right, Alfred Hall and his mother.

Back row, left to right: Annabelle Kinna, Bryant Ellise, Joshua Cwynar, Parker Wrzesinski, Lillian Downing and James Baldwin. Middle row: Delaney Dodge, Grace Toll, Olivia York, Amber
Keinutski, Cassidy Holeso and Emma Dubensky. Front row: Madelief Kopp, Corrina Kostrzewa,
Indearia Sumner, Hayley Fraser, Lauren Huggett, Maisey Schuler, Aurora McCrory and Jonah
Genthner.

Bookmark ~ www.jpsk12.org ~
your JPS Home Page
Your link to current JPS news is on the JPS website
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First Graders Team Up For a Math Challenge

5

Students Give This French Lesson a Thumbs-up

Students in Mrs. Choat’s class at McCulloch Academy are learning to compose and decompose
numbers. During the Great Number Building Challenge, students were divided into teams, given
a number, and expected to come up with five different ways to build that number. The students
displayed great team building skills as they had to share the pencil, share ideas, share manipulatives, and work together to create the number. All six teams successfully composed their number with no errors and earned a prize in the end. Pictured above left are: Ceniya Dye, Monique
Baynes, Mynasia Gant and Chrishon Terry .

Special

Visitor

Inspires

Future

Authors

Mrs. Dunklin and Mrs. Schneider’’s students at Cascades had a blast as they wrote their French
vocabulary words in shaving cream.This was a fun way for the students to see, hear, and play with
their vocabulary words appealing to all learning styles.. Pictured from the top photo clockwise are
Willow Donnelly, Amia Armstrong, Evan Young and Luke Sutton.

Special Ceremony Brings “Q” and “U” Together
Every year Dibble Elementary is fortunate to have a visiting published author for the day. They
hold grade level assemblies and talk to students about how they became a writer and promote
the love of reading. This year, Michigan author, Nancy Shaw, who is best known for her rhyming
books about sheep. “Sheep in a Jeep” is her #1 seller and she has followed with many other stories, such as Raccoon Tune and Elena’s Story. Students love to see a book come alive with the
authors stories about how they came up their ideas and put them to print.
Author, Nancy Shaw also presented for a family Reading Night at Dibble Elementary which included a skit, multiple activities for home and car trips, reading of a story and rhyming games.
Calvin Battles from the Jackson District Library told families of the many free opportunities offered
through the library. This event was funded by the Dibble PTO.

Students Test Their Luck with Family Project
On, May 5, Sharp Park Academy Kindergarten classrooms held the annual QU ceremony. The
King and Queen of QU presided over the festivities and the Princes of Q, and Miss U, walked
down the aisle and were joined together, “like super glue” by hula hoop rings. Jennifer Oswalt,
Principal, delivered the vows with a song. Parents enjoyed watching all the children take part in
the activities followed by a healthy snack and dancing. Teachers Amy Reynolds and Kristi Nodine
organize this event to help students understand the relationship of Q and U. The singing, dancing,
role playing and preparation all help their students remember this special sound. Pictured above
from the left are: Mattison Resor, Broyden Cole, Alex Oliver, Ethan Haldane and Carter Taylor.

Talented Musicians Keep Audiences Engaged

For a bit of St. Patrick’s Day fun, Nan Long offered her students at Hunt Elementary the opportunity to participate in a Leprechaun Trap Family Project. The student and family’s job was to build
a leprechaun trap so they could try and catch one. Several families participated, and although
very creative and clever, none were able to outwit the leprechaun! Pictured above from the left
are Adrianna Aguilar and Lucy George. Pictured below are Georgia Harrell and Donovan Estelle
with his mother, Erica Estelle.

Jackson High’s Jive Jazz Combo, (from left), Julian Guerrero, Gregory Crump (drums), Lucas
Berry and Jordin Taylor perform for a captive audience.

STAY CONNECTED TO JPS

jpsk12.org

Facebook

Twitter

JPS Mobile App.
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Get Some Fresh Air and Go Fly a Kite

Ms. Simpson’s Cascades and Frost students earned some fun, fresh air and kite flyiing as a reward for good behavior. Above, fourth grader, Mary Rumler runs with her kite. On the right, Ms.
Townsell helps first grade student, Jalen Kelley untangle his kite.

Biology Demonstration Makes Lessons Meaningful

www.jpsk12.org

Third Grade Authors Publish Their Own Treasure

Third grade students in Nanette Long’s classroom at Hunt Elementary collaborated to create and
publish a book and receive a $100 classroom grant from School Mate Publishing. They were one
of fifteen chosen to receive the funds, which they will use toward the cost of an ‘end of the year’
celebration at Allskate. Each student wrote about an object that is very important to them and they
included an illustration. The book is called, “My Precious Treasure” by Mrs. Long’s Terrific Thirds.

Students ‘Take the Field’ for a Day of Action

Mr. Bristol’s fifth grade Science students at Dibble Elementary have recently been learning about
the body systems and the functions of each. Most 5th graders just dissect frogs to compare the
two systems. Mr. Bristol’s classes took it a step further. “Thanks to the help of Dr. Rosenberg,
we were able to dissect a fetal pig.” “The pig’s organs are considerably larger and much more
defined.” Dr. Rosenberg brought three people from his office to help assist and each student was
given a pair of foot booties and a bonnet to wear during the dissection. The students concluded
the lesson with a burial ceremony and the understanding that the pig was donated for educational
purposes.

Annual 5280 Run/Walk Challenge is a Popular Event

Sharp Park Academy held Field Day at Dungy Field on June 9th. With the volunteer help from
JHS students, the children participated in a number of games and activities with family members
and friends cheering them on.

T. A. Wilson is an Official GED Testing Center
T. A. Wilson Academy is now administering the revised GED Test. You must pre-register online at ged.com before testing. ALL tests taken prior to January 1, 2014 are no longer valid.
Things you will need to pre-register:
•
Must have a valid e-mail address (if you need one go to gmail.com or yahoo.com
to sign-up for an e-mail account).
•
Credit or Debit card for payment of testing fee.
•
Testing fee: $37.50 per test (there are four tests, Language Arts, Math, Science &
Social Studies).
Note: Please read ALL rules and regulations when registering
.
For more information please visit: gedtesting service.com/testers/mygedfaqs
Or call: 517-841-2800
The Parkside Physical Education team hosted the 7th annual 5280 mile run/walk on May 26th.
Mr. Erik Anderson, Physical Educator and Cross Country Coach, began the 5280 race in 2009.
His vision was to foster student appreciation for running and physical activity, as well as to raise
funds for equipment and other student programs at Parkside. Middle School is a terrific age for
students to take healthy and positive risks, which may lead to finding a passion for exercise and
fitness.
The event hosts three races for Parkside students, with the top ten male and female runners, from
each grade-level, receiving a medal. The event has grown to include an Elementary race, where
Mrs. Tammi Gronski, Physical Educator, brings elementary students with a qualifying time, to join
the Challenge and promote fitness.
Congratulations to all participants, who helped raise over $800.00 and a "shout-out" to the race
promoters, contributors, volunteers, parents and students, for their support!

Official GED Testing Center for Jackson County
T. A. Wilson Academy
310 West Morrell Street
Jackson, MI 49203
517-841-2800

South Central Michigan Virtual Provides Opportunity
South Central Michigan Virtual is a full package K-12
online program started by
JPS in 2009. It started with
a handful of students and
has since bloomed to include 140 students and is
continuing to rise in enrollment each year. Students
are able to access virtual
classes provided by the
district at all times during the day and anywhere with any internet capable device. Though most
students serviced are from the mid-Michigan area, students can be found all over the globe. Virtual students are given the opportunity to obtain a district provided laptop and Verizon Jetpack with
4g Internet capabilities. SCMV had great connections with local colleges and universitities, giving
dual enrolled students the opportunity to obtain college credits.
SCMV is tailored to meet the needs of all learning styles through a
flexible and interactive, media-rich educational approach. It is well
suited for determined, independent learners, as well as students
that need more individualized help from one on one instructor interaction. A highly-qualified mentor instructor is assigned for each class
a student is enrolled. Mentor teachers are available nearly around
the clock to help students with their classes, whether through email, Skype, face-to-face, or via
telephone. Enroll now! For more information, contact us at 1-844-252-7268, scmivirtual@gmail.
com, or Facebook: facebook.com/scmivirtual.
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Jackson High School
Academic Games - National Champions in ‘Equations’

2016 JHS Senior Class Officers

Anthony Coffie
President

Jozlyn Hunt
Vice President

Taylor ALawrence
Secretary

Blaise Easton
Treasurer

Viking Musicians
From left: Seniors, Nate Lavery and Jordan Brown; Parkside students, A. J. Dillon, Ian Shasha and Nathan
Rosenberg.

Jackson Public Schools (JPS) has participated in Academic Games for over 15 years. Academic
Games helps students of all ability levels, in grades 3-12, improve their thinking skills by allowing
them to use academic concepts to outwit their opponents. From 2009-16, JPS has won twelve
State Championships, three Team National Championships, two Individual National Championships, and has placed top three in the nation for both team and individual eighteen times. The
2016 National Tournament Results are as follows:
Equations National Champions – JHS 11th and 12th Grade Team
The Jackson High 11th and 12th grade team, The Ninja Ducks Awaken, reached the Senior Equations Playoffs by winning their nine-team division. They then faced a team from Jefferson Parish,
LA and a team from Forsyth County, GA. Team Members included: Juniors Jake Holland, Martha
Baldwin and Trenton Cox; Senior Co-Captains Nate Lavery and Jordan Brown. The championship hinged on the results of Nate Lavery’s match. JHS secured a one point victory and the
National Championship for Jackson High. Additionally, The Ninja Ducks Awaken placed 3rd in
On-Sets, 4th in Linguishtik and 3rd in Sweepstakes. Individually, Nate Lavery finished 2nd in the
nation in Equations, 3rd in the Nation in On-Sets, and 9th in the nation in Sweepstakes.
On-Sets National Runner Up – JHS 9th and 10th Grade Team
The JHS 9th and 10th grade team, You’ve been Trump’d!, included 10th Grader Aaron Leiss and
9th Graders Derek Devaughn, Paul Fairchild, Noah Holland, and Ian Wrzesinski. The Jackson
team finished 2nd in the Nation in Junior On-Sets to a team from Jefferson Parish, LA. Additionally, they also finished 4th in the Nation in Junior Propaganda and 8th in Sweepstakes. Individually, Ian Wrzesinski finished 2nd in the Nation in Propaganda. Noah Holland finished tied for 3rd
in the nation in On-Sets.
Outstanding On-Sets Performance for Parkside Team
The Parkside team, The Flub Awakens, of 8th Graders AJ Dillon, Van Huynh, Nathan Rosenberg,
Nikki Shemanski and 7th Grader Ian Shasha, reached Middle On-Sets Playoffs as the number
one seed. Out of 165 players only six players finished the regular rounds with a perfect score to
earn a trip to individual playoffs. Three of those players were from Parkside: AJ Dillon, Nathan
Rosenberg and Ian Shasha. The Parkside team also reached playoffs in Linguishtik via the wild
card. They lost their semifinal match to the eventual National Champions from Ann Arbor. Parkside finished 8th out of 27 eligible teams in the Sweepstakes competition.
2016 – End of a Dynasty
This was the final Academic Games Tournament for Seniors Jordan Brown and Nate Lavery and
the end of a dynasty that started JPS rise to prominence in Academic Games. They were part of
the first Jackson National Championship when they won Elementary On-Sets in fifth grade. They
have since won two more National Championships including Junior On-Sets in 2014 and this
year’s Senior Equations title. They have also been a crucial part of teams that have placed top
three in the Nation a total of eleven times. Additionally, Nate Lavery has placed Top three in the
nation individually a total of four times, including an individual National Title in Junior Equations in
2014 as well as placing top ten in individual Sweepstakes twice. He is easily the most decorated
Academic Games player in JPS history.

Solar Cookout is More Than a Science Class Picnic

MSBOA State Solo and Ensemble Festival Results

On March 19, students from Jackson High School, along with many others around the state,
participated in MSBOA State Solo and Ensemble Festival. Each of these students had to first
receive a first division placement at District Festival, making them eligible for State Festival. All
JHS students who performed received a first division rating at this State level.
They are: Maisey Schuler - Senior Bass Clarinet Solo, Proficiency III - First Division Rating
Elise Reynolds/Parker Wrzesinski - Seniors Trumpet Duet - First Division Rating
Noah Kopplin, Jordin Taylor, Jack Kopplin, Paul Fairchild - Brass Quartet - First Division Rating
Maisey Schuler, Harley Lantz, Lauren Huggett, Harrision Huggett, Aurora McCrory, Cassidy Holeso, Griffin Deane, Jaelynn Henson, Liberty Anderson, Corrina Kostrzewa, Jaylah Reed, Olivia
Covey - Clarinet Chamber Choir - First Division Rating.

MSBOA State Jazz Festival Results
Jackson High School hosted the MSBOA State Jazz Festivalon March 23rd. These Viking musicians did very well, with the following results:
Jackson Parkside Jazz Band - Straight First Division Rating (all 1’s)
Jackson High School Combo “The Jive” - Straight First Division Rating (all 1’s)
Jackson High School Jazz Ensemble - Straight First Division Rating (all 1’s)
Congratulations to all our Viking Musicians.

2016 Viking Marching Band Camp
We are anticipating another great year with the students in the Jackson High School Viking Marching Band, July 18-22. Any music student can be involved in the marching band as long as they
can commit to the rehearsal and performance schedule and attend marching band camp. This is
in addition to enrolling in a performing ensemble music class at Jackson High School. Marching
band camp has a long tradition of being a week of fun and friendship while learning music and
maneuvers. It is one of the best things that we do for our kids.
Information packets are available at JHS in the Music Office, or at Parkside in the music offices or
on the JHS Band Webpage: www.jhsbands.weebly.com.

Michigan Music Conference Selects JHS Jazz to Perform
Jackson High School Instrumental Music Department is proud to announce that the Jackson High
School Jazz Ensemble was selected to be one of 8 performing ensembles from the State of Michigan to perform at the annual Michigan Music Conference, January 19-21, 2017.
The JHS Jazz Ensemble will be only one of two Jazz groups to be selected and will perform at
the conference on Saturday, January 21 at 1:30 pm in the Ambassador Ballroom of the Amway
Grand Hotel.
The Jazz Ensemble will have a pre-conference concert here at Jackson High School on Tuesday,
January 17 at 7 pm. The performance will be free and open to the public.

2016 Viking Marching Band Leadership
Drum Major—Cheyenne Baker
Flutes—Taylor Bradley, Dena George
Clarinets—Harley Lantz
Alto Saxophones/French Horns—Trenton Cox
Tenor Saxophones– Lucas Berry
Trumpets—Sophia Hinton, Noah Spencer
Trombones—Martha Baldwin
Baritones—Megan Bell
Tubas—Jordin Taylor
Percussion—Tariq Muhamed
Color Guard—Megan Brown
Rookies-Natalie Ketchens, Ahvae Richards
* any section more than 10 members may have a second section leader, at the appointment of
the directors!

Viking Athletes
Football: These Vikings from the class of 2016 will be playing college football in the fall: Congratulations to: MSU: Corey Pryor - DB (preferred walk-on); Concordia - Ann Arbor (NAIA): Cormac
Carroll - OL; Virginia State (Div 2): Maurice White - WR; Olivet College (Div 3): Carl Albrecht - OL,
Cortez Butler - WR, Cain Flowers - DB, Jaquan Ballard - DB and Daniel Gant - WR.
They join four 2014 JHS grads playing college football: Jacob Rumler - OL (Ferris State - Div
2); Rourke Carroll - TE (Trine - Div 3); Tony Jackson - DB (North Carolina A&T - Div 1 FCS) and
Rayshawn Robinson - DB (Albion - Div 3)
The Environmental Science class at JHS was challenged to design and build a solar cooker to
cook a hot dog. It was the coolest solar cook out ever, during third hour, with the clouds rolling in.
Even though, some of the student’s ‘grills’ were still able to reach around 120 degrees.

If you are 17-19 years old and do not have your high school
diploma, call 841-2800 and ask about

It isn’t too late!
You can earn over 20 credits per year!

Wrestling: - Citizen Patriot 2015-16 Dream Team (Second Team) -Brandon Riggins, junior and
Anthony Coffie, senior. Citizen Patriot, Honorable mention - Jared Riggins
Bowling: Jamie Bleiler - Girl’s All State, 2nd Team

For the latest information and news about
Jackson Public Schools

Visit our website at www.jpsk12.org
To register a student at a JPS
school, please call (517) 841-2147
or register online!
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Highlights and Happenings Throughout the District
Cultural Experience Days Filled with Flavor

Students Design, Build and Test Robotic Skills

Students are enjoying learning about Japanese culture in one of the Cultural Experience Days
held at Parkside. Each time a ‘new’ culture is introduced, students enjoy a day of eating, playing
games, doing art projects and other activities from that culture. The days are educational and
enjoyable for all. In the above photos, Derek Allen, Nalesha Larkin and Janaisa Oliver are experiencing some Japanese culture.

MIS Grant Helps Speed Up Frost Library Makeover

In April, fifth grade students at Northeast Elementary received some firsthand experience in underwater technology by designing, building and testing their own ROV’s – Remotely Operated
Vehicles. Under the direction of Mr. Gary Reynolds, ROV Pilot/Instructor, the students worked in
teams to create a vehicle that could rise, descend, move and turn in every direction under water.
Students modified their models to make necessary adjustments and enjoyed taking a ‘test drive’.
In the top photo, (from left) Chloe Marshall, Lexi Juckett and Dakota Wesch are working with Mr.
Reynolds. Below, (from left) are Chase Ojeda, Bradlee Marshall, Xzayvion Dupree and Dustin
Smith. Below right, Carl Newman and Xavier Henry take a test drive.

With a big boost from a technology grant through MIS Cares and the Nascar Foundation, the
‘Makerspace’ in the library at Frost will continue to grow. Renovations to the library began in 2015,
which had been closed in recent years. Makerspace was established to give students a place they
could explore, invent and be creative.
The $5,000 awarded through MIS Cares will help Makerspace add items such as iPad Airs, Apple
TV, a digital media receiver, a Lego wall and Hokki stools. The updated library has digitized books
into a computer system and added new ones that appeal to young readers. On May 3rd, Frost
fourth grade student Chris White, and his family joined principal, Joe Zessin and Kathy Steenrod,

Parkside Jazz Band Scores High at State Festival

Library Specialist at Frost for an awards banquet at MIS where a $5,000 check was presented.
Chis and his mother, Tonia White, Mr. Zessin and Mrs. Steenrod had a thrilling two-lap trip around
the track at MIS, at 130 mph. As part of the ceremony, the Frost team gave a short presentation
about the Library. Pictured above is Chris White and Kathy Steenrod.

Lobby Television Highlights Student Projects
Sharp Park Academy is on TV and is getting high ratings! Just recently, the lobby TV began featuring just a
few of the activities students participate in. There are
pictures from the 5th grade Exhibition where over 200
parents attended to watch groups of students present
their research and action plan dealing with hot topics
from local and world news, as well as videos of commercials highlighting the four seasons of Michigan
made by third grade students. There are several other
pictures of classroom activities for students, parents

Parkside Jazz Band performed at the MSBOA Jazz Band Festival this year, which was hosted
by Jackson High School. They were the only middle school to perform at this site and earned an
impressive Straight First Division Rating – all 1’s. The trumpeters pictured below from the left are
Jose’ Guerrero, Gabe Koebbe and Shai McKenney.

and visitors to enjoy. Stay tuned as the TV will continue to update and showcase the project-based presentations by students at Sharp Park Academy.

2016-2017 Student Calendar
School Closing Hotline 517.841.2175

August
9
22
24
24

HUNT SCHOOL ONLY - 1/2 Day
Students
HUNT SCOOL ONLY- No School
Half Day- JPS Students
(HUNT SCHOOL - Full Day)

September
1-5
HUNT SCHOOL ONLY No school
2
No School - JPS Students
5
No School - Labor Day

To register a JPS student, plesase call (517) 841-2147
Bookmark ~ www.jpsk12.org ~
your JPS Home Page
Your link to current JPS news is on the JPS website

